"DUCKS" HOME SHOW PRESENTATION
"Our books have very specific design features most books simply don’t have.  I’m going to demonstrate how they differ from other books on the market - AND I’m going to show you how that benefits you and your family.  I'll use the word "DUCKS" to help me explain the special features of our books... If you can spell DUCKS, you can do my job!

D stands for Double Page Spread. One of the great features of our books is the double page spread.  Peter Usborne recognizes that book pages are a two-page spread, not a left and right page.  When kids read books, they lay them out flat, elbows down, to devour the book in front of them!  So, why not use that whole space to capture their attention?  This engages children!  Usborne illustrations are BIG and often cross the center of the book.  Today you have to be as big as a television or computer to capture the child’s attention.  Pictures like this can do it!

(Show Great Animal Search, Everyday Words, 1001 Things To Spot...)
U stands for Unlimited Activity. Usborne books are filled with unlimited activity!  They let a child be part of their reading experience.  There are literally hundreds of examples in Usborne Books.  In our Puzzle Adventure series, your child reads the page and then is asked a question to further the action in the story.  Readers find the answers in what they’ve read or in the page’s illustrations.  These methods build the skills your children need through out their education - problem solving, logic & reasoning skills, comprehension, and more.  But, to them it’s just FUN! There are many, many uses for any Usborne book.  Every time you pick it up, it’s a new experience!

(Show Puzzle Adventure, There’s a Mouse About the House)

C stands for Cutting Edge Technology. Usborne is the pioneer of Internet-linked books. Our Internet-linked books contain descriptions of websites children can visit to delve deeper into the subject on the pages.  They visit the websites through our MASTER SITE, Usborne-Quicklinks.com. All they need to do is click on the title & page number and then recommended links will be there!  The sites are carefully selected and screened, so you can be sure the content is entirely safe.  Much better than our kids using a search engine!! With our internet links they can do things such as: 

Hear a song by a certain composer

Explore the inside of a Pyramid

Build a virtual Roller Coaster

And do fun experiments, games and puzzles.

These books are a TIME SAVER, because they bring the library to your home. Parents say that the Encyclopedias pay for themselves in one homework assignment!
(Show Science Encyclopedia IL, or Children's Encyclopedia and a Beginner's IR book)

DUCKS PRESENTATION (cont.)
K stands for Knowledge in Bite Size Chunks. Your kids will read our books, even kids who now seldom open a book.  One reason is our high picture to text ratio.  Another is the layout of our books.  Open any Usborne Book and notice how the text is separated by headings and illustrations.  This makes information manageable. Wherever your child looks in an Usborne book, they’ll find something that catches their eye and has a visible “end” to it.  They’re not overwhelmed by a page covered in words with one tiny picture.  They get knowledge in bite-sized chunks, a special feature of Usborne non-fiction books.  Your child can start anywhere on the page, read a sentence or two, and learn something.  This is very exciting for them!  Also, when information is easily “filed”, it is easily “recalled”.  The layout of our books allows for this.  This is where Usborne excels far beyond any other books on the market - we have brain compatible books!  Our books are so easy to read - so easy to learn from!

(Show World of Animals, Book of Knowledge IL, Discovery Series, etc.)
S stands for Step-By-Step Instructions. Look at our craft books and activity books.  These titles are amazingly different from others you may have seen.  Why?  Because the step-by-step illustrations allow a child to perform the project himself. By following the illustrations and instructions, they will not only finish the project, but it will look like it’s supposed to!  There is no better way to boost a child’s self esteem than to put them in a position where they generate their own success.

(Show any drawing book, craft or activity book, Big Book of Things to Do, etc.)
And that spells DUCKS!  And DUCKS means Stephen Cartwright! Stephen Cartwright is one of our primary illustrators. All Stephen Cartwright books have a hidden yellow duck on almost every page! Kids LOVE to find the duck!

(Show the Complete Book of Farmyard Tales)
These Farmyard Tales readers are a good example of our dual reading level books.  These books are written with a language expert so the emerging reader can read the top line of text and the adult reads the bottom lines.  This provides a nice back and forth with the parent and the child.  As the child grows more confident in their reading, they can read both the top AND the bottom."

(After the DUCKS presentation, I talk about Kid Kits - I show a Kid Kit or two, and mention how they engage and challenge a child with an activity that reinforces learning. If you do not have a Kid Kit yet, I encourage you to order one or two - they are a fantastic product and really boost show sales!)

This DUCKS presentation can be altered in any way you want to fit your style or to use the books you own and can show. After you demo the books with DUCKS, do the Pretend Hostess (step by step on the following pages).

Please feel free to ask me for ideas on other types of home show demonstrations!  Most of all, have fun 
